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RICHMOND
GRANT'S DIPLOMACY RESUMED.

A Reconnoissance in Force on
the Left.

The Expedition Secures a Foot¬
hold Across Hatcher's Bun.

Tin Weather Fine and the Troops
is Good Spirits*

DETAILS UP TO THE LATEST MOMENT.

Capture and Bseape of a Herald
Correspondent,

&0>) &oM fto.

QUE SPECIAL DESPATCHES.
CITY POINT.

Mr* S. OadwslUdtr'i Dcipatchei.
Citt Point, Feb. 6, 188ft.

The enemy opened again last evening with one or two
mm hundred pounders on the right centre of the Ninth
sorpe, bat without effecting any damage. They probably
inspected some movement from that quarter; or they
¦My only have wished to contradict the rumors afloat
among us of the partial evacuation of Petersburg and
the withdrawal of their heavy guns. Our batteries re¬

plied warmly for an hoar, when the firing ceased on both
¦ides.
Weather warm, balmy, and inclined to be showery.

Mereury at forty-four degree* in the shade at-nine o'clock
this morning.

Cut Ponrr, Feb. 0, 1886.
ucoinioajjkKoa n» ran dimctios or hatchxb's kom.
Farts of the Second and Third corps, with Gregg's di¬

vision of cavalry, were moved around on the left toward
Hatcher's run, for the purpose of reconnoltering in force,
.ad destroying, if possible, the wagon trains and other
means of communication between the enemy's right and
Btooey creek station. No general engagement was ex¬

pected, no far as I can learn. None has certainly taken
place, although some fierce charges were made on the
Boeond corps towards siz o'clock last evening, in whioh
we probably lost between thfoe and four hundred In
killed and wounded. The ground taken up by our troops
as they advanced has been continuously held, and the
rebels repulsed in every assault they have made upon us.
We encamped last night on the ground from which the

NMmy *«re driven ss we approached through the day,
Mad by throwing up some hasty defences were folly able
lo repel any attack he might conclude to make upoau*.
At daylight this morning everything was quiet, and it

ms not known whether oar troops were expected to push
the recennoisance further, to erect substantial works
¦oaneetlng with the left of our main line, or to return to
their original positions in the vicinity of the Weldon Bail-
road.

ran auucra or ran nmnr'a works.
The rebel works on the Boydton plank road and at the

Noaslngs of Hatcher's run have been materially atrength-
Nted and multiplied sinoe oar reaonnoissaace of thesame
positions in October last.

THE SECOND CORPS.

Mr. Wrn. J. Itark'i Despatch.
HsadquAnns*. Saooiro Conn, )

In ths Fisu>, Feb. 5, 180ft. j
ouns to rurJM ron a uakcb.

At a late hour yesterday afternoon the Second and Third
HvMons ofthis corps, the formercommanded by Brigadier
Ooneral Smyth, of Delaware, and the latter by brevet
If^or General Mott, of New Jersey, received orders
lo be ready to march at half-past six o'clock this
Doming, with four days' rations on the persons of the

m moors m Mono*.

In aocordanoe therewith the t,roope ware in line
promptly at the hour, ai 1, favored by one of the moat
pteaaant mornings it wu.^ ever my good fortune to wit-
naaa, started upon the march. Accompanying the troops
ware a certain number of batteries, under command of
Lieutenant Colonel Hazard, Chief of Artillery, a portion
of the ambulance train of each dlTiaion, a signal party,
and the requisite number of ammunition and forage
wagons.

BOtrra or march.

The head of the oolumn, led by General Humphrey,
commanding the Second corps, moved down the Vaughn
toad, and it noon became evident that Hatcher's run)
which, on acoount of previous aflhin at that point, had
become very familiar to the troops, was the immediate
point of destination Arrived at the picket line, a bat¬
talion of tho Third Pennsylvania cavalry, nnder com¬

mand of Major Frank Hess, Joined the oolumn and took
the advance. The rebel pickets were soon met and
driven In without 16ss, but few shots being ezchanged.

TBS COLUMN REACH HATCHIR'K BCD.THS CROCFIXO.

On reaching the ford the enemy was found Intrenched
npon the opposite side, and tho run rendered impassable
to eavalry by obstructions placed In it Captain Stllle,
of the Third, made a gallant attempt to cross, but
was unable to do so. The First brigade or the
Third division waa then ordered forward, and, arriving
aaar the ford the, advance regiment, the Nloety-
mlnth Pennsylvania, under Colonel Biles, formed
In line of battle, and, charging across, soon

Mnt the robots flying back to the woods. The
savalry pained over soon after, and pursued them some

distanoe without material result. Meanwhile the First
brigade, taking up a position on the hill beyond the ford,
threw up Intrenchmenta preparatory to resisting any
attack which might be made.

Movsmurnt or Tin raomtn division
Whilo the events thus hastily recited wore in pro¬

gress, the Second division, under General 8myth, had
taken a bypath to tho left of the Vaughn road, loading
to Armstrong's ford. On nearing the run at that point
fee enemy's pickets were driven Into their earthworks-
tbe Nineteenth Massachusetts being In the advance.
(Tom which they were shortly driven by the Nineteenth
Maine and tbe Tenth New York. While skirmishing with
toe enemy at this point, Second Lieutenant Wm. Tibbits,
.f tbe Nineteenth Massachusetts, was instantly killed by

a Minie ball. Ueutenant Tibbita had recently been pro-
voted from a sergeant, and was known In hia regiment
as ono of the bravest among tbe brave.

JUNCTION 0» TUB LINM.
A llo» was then formed oonnecting with the Second

Brigade of tho Third diviaion on the left, the right of the
Second division reating on tho Third brigade of the Third
division, undor brevet Brigadier General McAllister,
which connected with the picketa of the First division,
which remained as they ware previous to the move,

larthworks were then thrown up and all necewary
preparations made to resist an attack.

HOST ARTTI.LIKT UMNO.

At about two o'clock the enemy opened with artillery
npon General Smyth's line from a fort In his front; but
the firing waa vary wild, doing no damage, and soon

teased. From that time until Ave o'clock, save an occa¬

sional shot, all was "quiet along the llnea"
TUN RNBMT ATTACKS.

At that hour a division of the enemy, whioh had been
brought down from his left, made a fierce attack on the
Beoad brigade of the Feoond division and the Third
brigade of the Third division, which continued without

> Interruption until darkness closed the scene. Again and

aga'n, with that old familiar yell, he oharged upon our

hastily oo tlraetod works. and eaoh Urn* waa act l»y M

unceasing shower of musketry, which sent him reeling
hack to hia cover.

Oar loss wu considerable, bat totUw mach lea
than the enemy's, m we were oovered by oar works.
General Humpreys rode on |to the Aeld soon after the
attack oommenoed and remained until It waa over, per¬
sonally superintending the operational M^for Llvermore,
Insistent Inspector General, had hia hone ahot under
him, but eacaped uninjured.
Colonel Mathew Murphy, of the Sixty-ninth New York

National Guard, commanding the Second brigade of the
Seoond division, received a aevere fieeh wound about the
kneo while gallantly leading his men. Lieutenant Hugh
G. MacTavlah, Acting Assistant Adjutant General to CeL
Murphy, wu mortally wounded and baa stnoe died.
Lieut MacTavlah was a nddml of Glasgow, Scotland,
and had lately come late inMaartaa ofn twsiitfhln far-
tane.

1ST 09 OiSMUS.
The following is s list of the naaiialtlco up to t^e time

of the attack at Ave;.
itau.

Second Lieutenant Ifm. TlbMta, 10th Massachusetts;Richard Plke-CaTl, 19th Mmaohuaetta; Thee. O'Brian
and Edward Thompson, ad Pennsylvania eavniry.

WowujUcL
Lieutenant J. R Graham, Co. C. 14U> Connecticut;Samuel Minnie, Co. B. 10th New York, in the thigh; &

Lagardare, Co. B, 10th Maasachuastta, alightly; Sergeant
Daniel J. Murphy, Co. JT, 10th Massachusetts, flesh
wound; Wb. Milla, Co. A, 19th Maes, left arm: John
Foyar, Wm. H. Brown, 8th New York heavy artillery;Charles Jordan, Co. B, 30th Massachusetts; Cnaa. Davis,Co. A, 8th New Jersey; Samoel Stone, Oo. A. 14th Con.
nectlcut: Sergeant G. K. Barrett, Co. K, 14th ConnecU-
cut; J. L. Bowland, Co. B, 10th New York.

THE FIFTH CORPS.

Mr. L, A. Hendrlek's Oeepateh.
Hiidquitm, Fifth Abmt Coare, >

Is ths Tisld, Jfan. 4.4 P. M. J
mofimwo oumbs.

Last evening came orders for the oorpe to move at
daylight this morning. It was not generally known
what the movement was to be, the direction we were to
take, or the object sought to be aooomplished. An in¬
comprehensible brevity shrouded the orders. They
stated this and nothing more.That General Ayree' divi¬
sion would take the lead ; General Grlflln'a division fol¬
low next and General Crawford'a division oome last;
that accompanying the infantry would be a certain num¬
ber of batteries; that ambulances and the ammunition
train would bring up the rear; that all were to have four
days' rations on their persons, and that behind would
be left only enough to guard the camp. As
there most always is delay, so on this occasion
it was a little after the appointed time before the oolumn
got In motion. Tho morning waa delightfully clear, there
was nothing of the sharpness of winter in the air, though
the roads were hard and solid, and in many places a
cloud of dust traced the devioua direction of the moving
column. It seemed more like the commencement of s
spring campaign than a midwinter march. 1 have never
seen the troops in better spirits, and that, too, notwith¬
standing the abandonment of their comfortable log houses
and the prospect before them of possibly unintermltting
marches, unvarying privations, hardships and exposures,
and assurance doubly sure of the impossibility to move
far in any direction without encountering an obetinate,
Implacable and unyielding foe.
*B* EXraORMMURY FOR.S.MA/OR QENSRiX WAKRSM COM-

MAJfulNG.
We had not gone far before It became evident that a

considerable expeditionary force oomprtaed the entire
moving party. Boldly pushing their way to the south of
us were regiments of cavalry, while portions of the
Second corpe were taking the Vaughn road en oar right
Our course lay along the Halifax road. The whole ex¬

pedition, it now became evident further, was under com¬
mand of Major General Warren. Many began here to
surmise the destination and object of the expedition.
The developments thus far have thrown no certain light
on these two points; and If they had tt would be contra¬
band to make them known. Those who do know the
object.and they are very few.feel confidant of its suc-
oeesful accomplishment.

ram Moomma or m narr.
8lx miles' advance from our old camp brought the bead

of oar oolumn to Rowanlts creek, about twenty feet
wide. Across It were visible the enemy's vtdettea The
old bridge spanning It had been destroyed, and it was too
deep to be forded. Two trees were felled across the
stream, and with boughs lsid orosnwlee a temporary
bridge was partially constructed.

cum or ownr's hwubb.
Brevet Brigadier General Gwyn's brigade, the Third of

the Second division, which led the advanoe, charged over
this bridge. And it was a charge most splendidly and
gallantly made. The opposite bank was steep, a
belt of woods behind the edge of the creek, rifle pita
looked frownlngly from the height, and from behind
them oame the sharp crack of musketry. Unheeding
theae obstacles, and not knowing the force in readiness to
oppose them, General Gwyn's men pushed boldly across
this bridge, up the height Into the rifle pits and woods
beyond. They killed several of the enemy, captured
twenty-two prisoners and lost bat one killed And some
half dozen woonded. The captured rebels belong to the
Sixteenth North Carolina regiment I have not been able
yet to obtain the names of our killed and wounded.

OiSCALima

Among the wounded are Ckptaln Kent, commanding
Fourth Delaware regiment, and Sergeant Lucon, Com¬
pany 0, One Hundred and Ninetieth Pennsylvania regi¬
ment The former la only slightly wounded ; the latter
will lose an arm.

covCTBtrciroH or brumas.

After the troops had crossed the stream two bridges
were constructed by the engineer corps.one for the pas¬
sage of the remaining Infantry, and tho other of the am¬
munition train and ambulances. There was no further
obstacle to croaaing, but the building of the bridges
caused considerable delay.

ootriixas a ran uit.

Montim's guerillas are said to have already made theii
appearance in our rear, to pounce upon any coming from
or going back to our old camp.

raosraon or a unu

I cannot opine where night will find us. There Is can¬

nonading on our right, and before tha aun sinks behind
the distant pines a great battle may be fought

tub waanma favobablb.

There la quite a change in th6 weather since morning.
The wind hna freshened, the air la chilly, but the troops
are still In the beat of spirits. There has been very little
straggling.
OORKBCTIOS IN aaOAKD TO THB DXATH OF OCWlAt. OmaOOKT.

I muat ipare a minute before closing to make a correc¬

tion. In a lato despatch I am made to announce the
death of brevet Brigadier General Gregory, of the First
division. My pen should have written.if It did not.
brovet Brigadier General Wheelock, of the Third division.

THE SIXTH CORPS.

Mr. Charles H. Haanam'a Despatch.
Hbadqi'abtbrb, Sixth Abmv Com*, I
Naan PrraMiRrwi, Feb. S, 1846, )

iwaracnoa or roars noarrrAi*.

Major General Meade, accompanied by a number of Eng
ltah officer*, vlaited the Sixth corps hcapitals yeaterday.
The Interior arrangements and exterior decoration a of
tbrne hoepttalR have never been aurpaaaed, and the
Major Genera I commanding complimented the medical
gentlemen In charge very highly on the apiendld condi¬
tion in which their catabiiNhmenta wore found.

Dr. 8. A. Holman, Medical Director of the Sixth
corpe, haa recently been breveted a nontenant Colonel.

OKATHX DCRIKO TTIR MOITIR OF JANUARY.
jr,rrf Pipkk n.Corporal Edward Vallett, Co. D, 3d

Rhode Ialand Milton Franaher, Co. R, «2d Penn¬
sylvania; William H. Averill, Co. H, 37th Maaaachnsetta;
JoHlma Oarton, Co. E, 10th New Jersev John South
maid, Co. K, 6th Wisconsin; T. Smith, Co. B, 4th New
Jersey.
Senmd DieiXnn.Corporal Joseph B. Grow, Co. E, 3d

Vermont; James Cole, Co. A, 77th New York: Henry 0.
Libby, Co. B, lat Maine; Honry Cramer, Co K, 98th
Pennsylvania; Joaeph Tltun, Co. k, 4th Vermont; Jacob
Halrlgie, Co. G, Slat Pennsylvania

Third Ihvititm.Lien t. David H Stone, Co. P. 9th New
York; Corporal Henry «. Wine. Co. K, 9th New York;
Corp G L. Britton, Co. F, ®th Now York ; Josiah I.lner,
Co. D, 67th Pennsylvania; Jacob R. Wolcott, Co. B. 14th
New Jersey Nelson Valentine, (Jo. C, 9th New York;John Stlne, Co. I 0th Maryland; Braatua Oriswold, Co.
G, 9th New York ; Amos Reims, Co. F, dth Maryland;Joeeph Baser, Oo. O, MthOhlo; Oliver Oaswold, Co. K,9th New York.
The sanitary condition of the corps Is excellent, and

but raw cases of akkneas are tinder treatment in tho hos¬
pitals at present

bwbai armi ma Nun.| A abortUme staca Mtuwral Grant ordered aUneiaoMwh«
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SCALf OF MILES

THE RECENT MOVEMENT.
Scene of the Operations on the 6th Inst,

at Batohor** Ann.

bad made s speciality of embalming the dead to leave
the army. Their charged had become outrageously ex¬

orbitant, and many complaints had been made on that
subject. From twenty-five dollars the price bad been
gradually advanced to one hundred and eighty doilan.
Bodies of deceased officers and soldiers are now embalmed
free of charge by the medical officers of the oorpe or
division to which they are attached.

THE TWENTY-FIFTH CORPS.

Mr. John A. Brady's Despatch.
Hsadqimbtihs, Tvom-nmi Akmt Corps, I

I* th* Fmu>, Feb. 4, 1846. )
onnnuL warren. a wabhwotow.

General Weltzel left corpe headquarters again laat
night, to be absent three or four days in Washington.
It Is understood that the General is to appear before the
Committee on the War. During his absence General P.
A. Heckman will again assume command.

HKDICAl* onracnoH.

A medical Inspection took plaoe to-day of the Twenty-
fourth and Twenty-fifth corps. It was quite unexpected,
but the Inspector.Surgeon Peter Pineo, Lieutenant
Colonel and Inspector United States Army.expressed in
the strongest language his admiration of the condition In
which the camps were kept. The Colonel made a careful
Inspection of the Twenty-fifth oorpe flying hospital
under oontrol of 8urgeon Richardson, and the Twenty-
fifth corps hospital, under Surgeon Stevenson, and in
company with Surgeon Morony, Medical Director Twenty-
fifth ooras, visited and examined all the oamps of that
corps. He returns to Norfolk to morrow.

A DSHWTBB SHOT OH TBS flCKVT UK*.
A white soldier.bountyJnmper.endeavoring to desert

to the enemy on the front of Shaw's brigade, Birney's
division (colored troops), to-day, was shot dead by the
colored pickets. This is the second case of the kind that
has occurred, and it la hoped it will be the last

THE FBE8S DESPATCH.
H*4Dqc.urreaa, Aiurr orm Potomac, >

Feb. 6, 1866. /
The Army of the Potomac is once more In motion, and

ere this denpatch reaches you the objects intended to be
accomplished will have been not only developed, bnt the
degree of success resulting will also no doubt be known
by that time.
At thre« o'clock thta morning the Fifth corps, pre¬

ceded by Gregg's cavalry, started on the road to Beam's
station.
No force of the enemy was met on the route, hut the

roads at various points were picketed by cavalry, all of
whom retreated as the column advanced.
?bout noon the column reached Rowanlts creek, over

which a bridge of considerable length had to b^coo-
constructed, occupying several hours.
About three P. M. the Third Pennsylvania cavalry, under

Major Bees, were sent out to make connection between
them and the Second oorps, the Second and Third divi¬
sions of which had gone oat on the Vaughn road as far
as Batcher's run, to demonstrate In that direction.
On reaching the run, the First brigade of the Third di¬

vision, of the Second oorps, charged and took the line of
rifle pits on the west side, losing but a few men. They
advanced about a milo across tho run, driving the
enemy's pickets before them. Here a strong line of
breastworks was erected In a short time, making the
position perfectly secure.

The Third Pennsylvania cavalry, after crossing a short
distance south of the Vaughn road, advanced southward
and soon met a small force in ambush, which poured a

sharp volley into our men, killing two, It Is said, and
wounding besides a number of horses A part of the
Third division of the Second oorps here came to the
support of the Third I'ennsylvania cavalry and drove tho
rebels off, and soon after a connection with the right of
tho Fifth corps was reported made.
Up to this ttmo very little lighting had taken place,

the Fifth corps being scarcely engaged at all.
Tho Second divUlon of the Second oorps, under Gen¬

eral Smyth, before reaching Hatcher's run, turned to the
right and advanced in a northwesterly direction towards
Armstrongs mill ; but before going more than three-quar¬
ters of a mile the enemy wax discovered In a strong po¬
sition and In considerable force, four divisions of General
Gordon's being reported in the vicinity.
Here some of our men erected temporary breastworks

on part of the line, while the balance had only time to
throw up small French rifle pits.
Fklrmlshtng whs going on all this time between the

enemy and our sharjHthooters.
About half past four o'clock the rebel batteries opened

for tho purpose of developing our position and strength
but no reply was made.
Tho rebels at longth appeared, advancing In line of

battle, with a strong skirmish linn thrown out In ad
?anoo. Our men were all ready for them, and as they
charged in handsome style across the open field they
received such a galling flre as to cause them to fall back

In disorder, leaving many dead and wounded on the fleld.
After repeating the attempt to dlalodgs our men, and

falling each time, a rebel force was sent round to turn
the right flank of the division. Colonel Murphy, of the
Sixty-ninth New York, commanding the Second brigade,
was posted here, with his right resting on a swamp, and
was fully prepared for suoh a movement Here, again,
the rebels suffered severe Iom, sa they attasipted to
break our line. They were Anally forced to give It up,
and soon after dark firing ceased, tho rebels falling back
to their works
Our loss during the day was quite light, probably not

over a hundred altogether, although tho exact number la
not known.
Colonel Murphy was wounded In the knee, not severe

ly, while giving orders to his msn. Bis Assistant Adju¬
tant General, Ueutenant McTavish, was mortally
wonnded.
Lieutenant Graham, of the Fourteenth Connecticut,

was wounded In the breast severely
Lieutenant Win. TlbfelH* of the Nineteenth Massachu-

aetu, *aa ntued

Lieutenant Morris, of the Tenth New York, m
wounded In the thigh and hand.
Lieutenant A. Barttatt, of the Fourteenth Connecticut,

was killed.
A correspondent of the Maw Tout Herald, whose

name I did not learn, was captured, and, after being
robbed, succeeded in escaping and reached our lines in
safety.
The enemy's loss must hare been very heavy, as they

repeatedly charged our lines, each time suffering severely.
We took about twenty prisoners, some of whom report

having received orders In the morning to keep a sharp
lookout, ar It was believed our army was on the move.
General Smyth deserves much praise for the manner

in which be handled his division, being himself present
on the field, watching closely the movements of the
enemy and ever ready to meet and defeat them.
The weather to-night .is clear and cold, and Is Just

suitable for a movement In this country.

WILMINGTON.
Mr. Thomas M. Cook's Despatch.

Four Fisim, Feb. 4, UM.
SBMkiL mar's aaronr.

Another northeasterly storm, of several days' con¬

tinuance, has acted as an effectual blockade to operations
hereabouts. The leisure thus afforded has been im¬
proved, however, by General Terry In the preparation of
his official report sf the capture of this position. The
report is a very simple, straightforward, business-like
narrative of the heroic struggle of the little force that so

gallantly overcame a seemingly Impregnable position.
The report, like Its distinguished author, is remarkably
free of Jealousy. The General seems at a loss to speak In
terms sufficiently eulogistic of the co-operative services
of Admiral Porter and his naval fleet. General Ames
receives very flattering mention, as do also Generals
Paine and Abbott, Colonels Cutis, Pennypacker, Chief
Qnartermsster Dodge and Lieutenant Colonel Comstock,
of General Grant's staff, chief engineer of the expedi¬
tion.

PORT AJmRKff.
The enemy In our front remains very qtriet, seeming

perfectly satisfied with letting ns alone. At Fort Ander¬
son they are working like beavers, extending and
strengthening that work. Admiral Porter, on whom
It must devolve to reduce that position, sits quietly on

his flagship watching them, assuring his people that
when the rebels have made the work sufficiently formi¬
dable ho will go at and take It It Is a most notable fact
that in all his experience the Admiral has never yet
moved against a fort that has withstood the attack. It is
true that many of bis campaigns have been waged In co¬

operation with Jand forces ; but up to this time he has
ably asMisted In the capture of upwards of eight hundred
guns from the rebels, a large number of which captures
are solely attributable to the prowess, energy aod skill of
the Admiral and his command.

wona or ths ssvt.
Elnee our occupation of thn mouth of the Cape Fear

river tho navy had been Industriously employed In sound¬
ing and buoying out the channels, which, ovflng to the
handy bod* or the rivers and bars, are constantly chang¬
ing, and am now essentially different from the channels
laid down In the Coast Purvey chart* Huoyn aro now
placed on all ths bars and In the river as high up ss
Fort Anderson.

wmr* to m/rp"
Tho Admiral bw Issued tho followln* notion to pilots,

which will be of service to shipmasters generally
JMtpotUim Of Bmyt at IA« Rntrnrvr to Nnc Inltt, JV. C

Nohtii Atlantic Squidsou, )I'stTH) Ntjtw Klai-hhit Mai.man, I
Cape Fsa* Kitkr. N. C., K>b 1, I860. )

Ths ooter or sea buoy (a firm rlaas ran, white and blank
periH-nillcular stripes,) la placed oulalde the bar In (Ire
fathom* water.
Mack buoys Noa. 1 and I, on the nortbeaat end of Carolina

Shoal, mark Uin southern edge of the channel, and abould
br parHcd on the port hand, coming In, close to.
To *nlde ve««eU crossing the "Hip" Into Cape Fear river,

a red nun buoy la placed at the turn, off the aonth end of
Federal Hotot, ana a red spar bnojr on Its eastern edge mark-
lug the beat water across It.

DAVID D. PORTER, Rear Admiral,
Commanding North Atlantic K<|i>adron.

It should be borne in mind by all parties interested
that venaela .loetlnod for thia port should not be freighted
to a deeper draught than ton feet, though In very high
tldee and still water eleven feet may be brought over the
bar by careful pilotage anil good lin k.

Another good work the Admiral Is engaged In Is re-

E lacing tlio lights In this vicinity. Rome of the light-
ouses. the ono on Smith's Island, another noar Smith

vllle, and a third In the river above Hmlthvlllo.are yet
standing, and orders have been issued to have thorn
lighted. Requisitions have also been sent to Washing¬
ton for lenses for the positions where lighthouses and
beacons have been destroyed. These will bo set up in
temporary wooden towers aa quickly u possible.

rstouts or rshbi. i'mmcrtsk.".
Contmhands and deserters continue to come within our

linen In large numbers, bringing th« usual stories of des
tltutlon, distress and discouragement.

rnmooRA pits or tiib oaitchsd Rinnwomts
Apropos of General Teiry's report. I had nearly for-

gntton to mention that Messrs Gardner k Company,
the army photographers, have been sent here by Gen¬
eral Grant to make a aeries of views of Fort Kwlfer.and
the other works In this vicinity for the embllllsbincnt of
the.Meutennnt General's report. Mr. W H Sillivan,
for al-<ng time with the headquarters of therAriny of
tho Potomac, Is now here taking the negatives. The
series *111 embrace thirty or forty pictures. If permis¬
sion ehall be granted to multiply pictures from these
negstlves, Messrs. Gardner kVo., will rind It a difficult
task to satisfy the public demand for them They will
be tho most Interesting aerlee the war baa produced.

News from Cincinnati.
TnK IIWTTCIT HTATK TROOP* diniianmd.aid

ron SOLDIER*' FAMILIES, RTC.

ClMBnun, Feb. 7, IBM.
General Hur>>rldge has Issued an order disbanding the

State troops of Kentucky.
Thomas H Whetstone, member of the Legislature from

this county, was among tho killed by tho accident on tho
Marietta Railroad.
An amateur performance took place at Pike's Opera

House last night for the benefit of soldiers' families. It
was a grand affair. An Immense eudlenoa was preeent,
and the receipts amounted to between $0,000 and $7,000.
The part of Hamlet was performed bv Uentanaut Uuver
war Anderson.

THE PEACE MISSION.
The Forthcoming Report of

the President.

Return of the Rebel Commis¬
sioners to Richmond.

Particulars of the Passage of
Our Lines.

Ihe Rebels Evidently Not Expecting
Their Early Return.

The Results of the Mission as An¬
ticipated by the Rebels*

Mr. Seward Accused of Having a Design
on the Peaee of Rebel Society and tbe

Morale of the Rebel Armies.

He Invites Negotiation in Order to Sow
Distrust of the Bebel Officials.

The Government the Gainer by the
Transaction,

&c., &c., &o.

Oar Special Washington Dcipateh.
WxaniJiOTOK, Feb. 7, 18CS.

There appears to be an obstinate determination to
Insist that the reoent peace oonference was a miserable
failure in all respocta, except the flrmnen of the Presi¬
dent in maintaining the integrity of the Union as the

only basis of any settlement It will not be many hours
before the report of tho President, In answer to the reso¬

lution of the Senato, will set at rest all doubts aa to
which is the correct view of tbe case.

It Is understood that the Secretary ef State has also
written to Mr. Adams, our Minister at London, a full
statement of what transpired at tbe conference, and what
is expected to result therefrom. Tho small tattle of tbe
most scatterbrained and untrustworthy lounger* in the
hotels and barroom« of Washington, is all opposed to the
Idea of a favorable result, and agreos very singularly
with the tone of the gold gamblers, whose ball specula¬
tions are spoiled by the statement of the real facte In the
Case. The latter have been fairly stated in the IIsaALD'B
despatch, made up from the most authentic sources of
information.

It ia true that the rebel commissioners argued strongly
for an armlstioe ponding the negotiations; but during
the sixteen hour* of the oonference all tbe collateral
issues wero considered, and the commissioners returned
to Richmond to oonsult further. The eonferenoe is,
therefore, only adjourned, but not by any means con¬

cluded, and there are facta known confidentially aa tc
the views and wishes of prominent leaders of the rebel
lion which warrant the belief that peace la attalnabW
by these negotiations
In tbe meantime the war Is botng prosecuted with

greater rigor than ever on the pert of tbe federal au¬

thorities, aa the best auxiliary to its speedy and suecess-

ful termination. Whllo willing, and even anxious, to

avoid further bioodahed and desolation, the government
is determined to abate In no degree the earnest prosecu¬
tion of the war during the pending of peaoe negotiations.

Mr. 8. Cadwallader'i Despatch.
Cmr Ponrr, Feb. 5, 1MB.

aartmx or rnx run ookmhhoncbs to kiciwokd.

The rebel peaoe commissioners returned from their In¬
terview with President Lincoln and Secretary Seward at
Fortress Monroe, on night before last, and proceeded to
Aiken's Landing early in the forenoon In charge of Lieut.
CM. Bibcock, of General Grant's staff. Tbey were then
turned over to Lieut. Ool. Mulford, to be conveyed by
him through the lines by Hag of truco. " Thus endeth
the first lesson. "

Very little la known concerning their reception by the
President, or what transpired during the interview.
Major Eckart came in advance from Washington with the
information that tho Preeident and Secretary Seward
would meet them at Fortress lfonroe. They did so

arrive during the night, after Messrs. Stephens, Hunter,
and Campbell reached there. A tug took the party
aboard tbe Presidential boat about ten o'clock A. M. Mr.
Seward greeted the party cordially and Introduced those
who were unacquainted with the Prealdent. Their recep¬
tion waa courteous and kindly, and their stay on the
boat protracted till late In the afternoon. So far m could

be ascertained the meeting was an informal one through¬
out, conducted In ordinary conversational style, lnt«r-
larded with luminescences, and entirely froo from
unpleasant asperities of every character whatever.
Their leave taking was uttended wltli the ordinary civili¬
ties between gentlemen, and tbe whole affair appeared to

pass off pleasantly, if not satisfactorily.
The commissioners expressed themselves surprised at

the unassuming deportment of Goneral Grant, and fre¬
quently spoke of his courteous ailalillity.
Mr. William H. Merrlam'a D«ip*tch>

Qkvkrai. Ord'k HurxjrAKT***, I
Keh. 4.Evening. J

After patient Investigation I am enabled to lend you
aomo Interesting particular* ooncernlng the return move,

menu of the peace commissioners In till* vicinity, on

their way to report progress to Mr. Davis, at Richmond.
Researches apon thin (mint have been all the more dlill-

cult, owing to the inenffni'o character of all their proceed¬
ing*, no far as the outside worM arid the army are con¬

cerned, compelling personal watchfulness In order to

obtain tho facta. Everybody who would seem entitled,
by virtue of high official position, to know all about tho
time and the place relating to thorn and their move¬
ment*, ha* felt constrained to signify an eapecial reti¬
cence and to look wise, very likely without knowing
himself any moro than ' did previous to satUng out

to gather the following racts:.

After the clone of the Interview between the Pnmldent
of tbe United Suteo, Mr. Secretary Seward and the rebel
commissioner*, the latter were wnt to tbe headquarter*
of Lieutenant Oeneral tJrant, at City Point, In the flag
ship Molly M irtin, accompanied by Lieutenant Colonel

Babcock, of the Otmoral s staff of the armiea of the
Unite<l State* After a brief interview with tbe Lieu¬
tenant General they were forwarded by him to Varlna,
where they were recoil d and taken charge of by Colonel
John E Mu fort, agent of the United Bute* for exchange,
who wuh charged with the duty of tranaferring the com¬

missioners f.otn tho Union to the rebel line*. After a short
convernatlon between Col. Mulford and Col. Robert Ould,
rebel agent for exchange, the gentlemen were roeived
on the United Ptatea (lag of truce steam"r Kew York, to

await the arrival of tlm rebel steamer thai waa to bear
them up the James under tbe customary flag for the dm-

nation of hostilities. During their stay upon the New
York, where they occupied the apartment* of Colonel
Mulford, by whom I bear they were *octally and sump¬
tuously treated, the commlwloner* received a call from
MsJor Oeneral K. 0. C. Ord, commanding the Department
of Virginia and the Army of the James, who remained
at" ard little more than half an hour, and who proffered
them every facility and courtesy within hi* per¬
sonal and official reach. After waiting several hours
for tho appearano* of Colonel Ould's truco boat,
(Colonel Mnlford determined to escort them through
our line* by land Acting upon thia detanrn nation, ho

proceeded with the party, under flog of truce, to Cha

delay on the army line*, the comraiastoners were Iraas-
ferrvd to the care and attention of Commander Mitchell,
of ihe rebel Navy, commanding the rebel flotilla In the
James river. Here, of oouvee, oar eslhoriUes M fl|ht
of them.

TiUU,
tho point whence the "ommissionen est oat directly for
ilichinond, ia a place of some historical importance. It
1* OQ's of the ancient plantations oa the James river,
situated near Dutch Gap, and embraces twiy ltow
hundred acm of arable land. It was the former
site of the Court Bonne wherein the renowned patriot,
Patrick lieury, used to charm aud delight the ancient
aristocracy of the proud Old Dominion with hi* lustrous
and vigorous doquei.ee. The spot will be ohlady mema-
rable in the history of the present conflict as the rtte ef
the chief point where C rtonei Mulford has ftam tlaM to
time negotiaiod the exohange ol prisoner)! of war since
the commencement of hostilities.

ma oomiaoioMKBa

upon their rotnro were In toe best of spirits, and catered
Miy and xestfwily Into the guanine and laiortous bee
pitality of tho distinguished Union offlcer delegated by
the President to entertain them. They ooaveiwad open
topics other than the absorbing one with ooastderable
freedom.Mr. Vice President Stephens, 1 believe, ven¬

turing the hope that great good might come of the at¬

tempt just ended to pacify the belligerent section*
Great admiration wsa unanimously expreased by the
commissioners for the private and public character of
Lieutenant General Grant, whoae treetment of then,
socially and otherwise, was alleged by them to have been
or the most exalted character. Their manners upon the
Mew York appeared to one lurking about there exceed*
Ingly quiet and unpretending, and their department
wholly dignified.

In this connection the following pointed and pro¬
phetic extract from the speech of the rebel Vice Presi¬
dent in the Georgia State Convention urging that the
act of secession should not be passed, la not without tta
apposlteness and meaning:.

This step (secession) once taken, can never be re¬
called ; and all the baneful consequences that must fol¬
low will rest on the Convention for all coining time.
When we and our posterity shall we our lovely 8outh
desolated by the demon of war, which this act of yoan
will inevitably invite and call forth; when our green
fields of waving harvest* shall be trodden down by the
murderous soldiery and llery car of war sweeping over
our land; our temples of justice laid In ashes; all the
horrors and desolations or war upon us, who but this
Convention will be hold responsible for it, and who but
ho that shall give his vote for this unwise and Ill-timed
measure shall be held to strict account for this suicidal
act by the present feneration, and probably cursed and
execrated by posterity in all coming time, for the wide
and desolating ruin that will inevitably follow this act
you now propose to perpetrate?

Rebel Accounts.
TIIK RKUKI.B ANTICIPATING HIOHI.Y «OI.OR«T>
HTOKIR8 OF THK l'KAC'K MISSION KHOM NOKTHHUI
l'APKKS.

[From the Richmond Examiner, Feb. 4.1
It mil ft not be forgotten that while Messrs. Stephen*,

Hunter and Campbell are within the enemy's linen, the
enemy has a monopoly of all public nows coming to us
regarding tboss "commissioners, " their proceedings,
pro|Mi«als, admissions and discourses. That n to say, the
commissioners are, during the wliola time, a piece of pro-
perty in the hands of the Washington 'government,
which our enemies are ingenious enough to exploit.
Washington correspondents of New Ton papers, and
other enterprising manufacturers of news, win of snares
take c tre to keep us well supplied with rumors and
'startling developments," in order to keep alive an «t-
citement on the subject of peace at the Sooth. Pro¬
bably for a month to come they calculate on sttmn-
latiug this excitement by feeding It with fresh, (v
vorable rumors every morning ; and those ru¬
mor* so skilfully varied In character, and In the

I channels by which they are sent, as to produce a general
impression of verisimilitude. This is precisely the kind
of policy which was anticipated in the Examiner of two
days ago; and its Intention and Its dangerous character
are obvious eno.igh. The design of all their effort* will
be to disorganize our ariny and divide our society; to
sow distrust both of confederate public officials and of
gcuerals commanding our armies, by continual state¬
ments of what has been affirmed, or proposed, or Mated
by the three "commissioner*," or some one of them, no
contradiction of these statements being able to penetrate
the liuee till long after. In contriving and inviting thin
kind of sham negotiation, Mr. Seward very well knew
what he was doing. Be knew that the federal Mm-
men* had everything to gain by i. and the e mjedrrate
everything to Inst. The enemy have our commissioners,
as it were, locked up in a well guarded room, and of what
Is sold and done there we can have no knowledge, save
what Yanksen cbonee to communicate out of the window.
If they only urn-reed in detaining the three werthy gen¬
tlemen at Washington one month they may reasonably
hope, by dexterous use of their opportunity* and skilful
manufacture of hurts and rumom, to see the confederacy
by that time.both army aad people.utterly disorgan¬
ized, entirely distracted from the essential bnniw of
military dofence, just on the eve of a desperate cam¬
paign.every Mate suspecting an adjoining State, every
man inspecting his neighbor of a design to submit on the
best terms that can be obtained, and desert the came of
the country. Somotimes the startling development will
be sent to us through Oram's picket lines in the most
direct way ; p<>mrtimes in the Washington letters of a
Memphis or Ch.cago newspaper. Now it will be labelled
"Sen itobla," wherever that is; and again will be secri-tljr
conveyed and communicated in the strictest confidence,,I by intelligent ladies or gentlemen, coming across the

I lines to testify their "sympathy" and do a stroke of tart¬
ness
Such Is the pernicious and disorganising machinerywhich Mr. Davis set lu motion from the moment when

be permitted Mr. Blair to come Into our lines without,
credentials to treat only with fscllitlesto intrigue, aad to
give unauthorized hints and promises, and vague invita¬
tions; ail cudiug In the appointment of three influential
confederate gentlemen, to go and place themselves la the
enemy's hands and make themselves the centre and the
subject of a vaet syctetn of cunningly devised falsehood.
Of course the President has nolxxiy but himself to blame
if be Is aow represented by Blair as having sent comtnis-
s.oners to Washington, knowing that they would not
be received there unless they came to tender sab-
mission. The most widoly circulated newspaper
In all the North says expressly that Blair outdo
Mr. Itarls understands that Lincoln would give a hear¬
ing to Southern men only who came "to treat ftrr pear#
upon the basis of submission to tho Union. " It may ba
said that this Is not true; probably not We expert no
truth at all, not one word, to come to us from the
enemy's country upon the subject of theso precious ne-
gotlai.ons. hut It is easy to p rceive Uio evil cones-
quenrns of sucli a statement Is nig believed, even for a
few days, by citizens sri'l by sold era: aod If any evil
result from IU who is to blame f The man who admitted

a scheming Vanki-e to creep and prowl about livni, aad
to s'ducc lilm Into this dork and doubtful way of in¬
formal conferences. Yankees are to be dealt with "by
tho card," to be conversed with by the way of written
do uments, to be held to the "ti/eia t.npin, and even

1 then they will generally cheat yo'i
Kven before they hail any intelligence In the North

that our three commissioner* were to go to Washington,
or had even been named, the stirring and i-tarUlag newt
manufactured had already commenced. Tho first speci¬
men came round to ox by way nf Mobile, and was to tht
eirect that Lincoln had, on his side, named three com¬
missioners (unofficial of course.that is to say three pri¬
vate gentlemen) to meet our throe unofficial friends, and
to confer with them one of the three on the Northern
aide heing Franklin Pierce, a man who has always main¬
tained the light of the South to tunede and to vindicate
her independence In arms. This was naturally deem¬
ed a moat Judicious kind of canard to set living
among us, being calculated to cause thoee who believed
It to think our Independence was just going to be recog¬
nised, or Lincoln would never call Mr. Tierce into coun¬
cil. Well, the story Is undoubtedly false; so will be tho
story arriving to day; so es|>erial|y the rumor* thst will
be sure to pervade our streets to morrow, nod every day
wlille the Commissioners remain in the hands of that
lying Yankee nation. It Is necensnry, therefore, to warn
all renders that they xhotild believe absolutely nothing
which they hear at thlM period on the sutyect of |ieaco
negotiations or pea. e prospects. Our government haa.
by its own act, establh bed u great laboratory of lies; pat

n premium on canard*; opened up a fountain of sensa¬
tional rumors; and we must now stand aside until the
foul flood has passed by, and endeavor to fix onr minds
upon the real interest of the moment.that la, prepara¬
tion for the campaign In spring.

THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.
Ratlflcat Ion of the Constitutional A mend-

meat by tho Mala* Legislature.
Au.it sn, Me., Feb T, IMA.

The Maine Legislature to day ratified the ooastitutmnal
amendment abolishing slavery, snd a salute of ono hun¬

dred guna was fired lo honor of the event.

THo Mew Jersey Legislature aad tho

Aarsilmrst#
TKuxro-i, N. J., Feb T, 1MI.

Governor Parker to day seat s mewage to both boussa,
enclosing a oopy of the Joint resolution pasead by Oan-

gress In regard to lbs constitutional amendment to abol¬

ish slavery.
In the Senate Mr. Pcovel moved that the Committee on

Federal Relations report on it on Thuraday. Senators

Chandler, Buckley and Randolph opposed immediate ac¬

tion. *.**¦ . " .

Mr Scovel replied, charging that the power which
ruled New Jersey wanted delay, promising three votes
for a republican Senator and for thia amendment. Ha
could not lend himself to such a bargain. It would not
ba kept.
The Bintton mm lost, Senators Jenkins and Kcaa*dJt

idsaa) aad Bcovel aad Boner, trsna.1 vutlac


